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History of CFOAT

➢Established in 2012

➢Representing all three Aran Islands

➢Community Owned, Non- Profit

➢ Membership open to residents only. 
€100 for life

➢Fixed set of aims & objectives

➢Self sufficiency and Carbon Neutrality 
by 2022



Steps to achieving our ambitions

To reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and 
decrease our carbon footprint;

➢ Retrofitting of older housing stock

➢ Electrification of transport & Heat

➢ Renewable Energy Generation



Upgrade of Older housing stock

➢Large number of stone built houses on the 
islands

➢Poor insulation, single pane windows & doors, 
draughts. 

➢Over 50% of houses retrofitted through SEAI 
BEC scheme to date – work still ongoing



Electrification of Heat
Mixture of Air to Water and Geothermal Systems 

proving very popular. 134Kw of ASHPs and GSHPs on 
Inishmore alone.

Currently training to programme heat pumps so they 
are most efficient for each household.

➢ Less work than Coal/Oil

➢ Improved Thermal Comfort levels

➢ Constant Hot Water

➢ Environmental Benefits

➢ Reduced bills



Electrification of Transport
➢Ideal for short distances on islands

➢SEAI pilot scheme 2011 started the ball rolling

➢13 EVs on Aran at present, growing steadily

➢Second-hand market will have a massive 
impact

➢Energy Master Plan – Ferries are overall 
largest consumer of fossil fuels on the islands, 
followed by home heating



Energy Masterplan 2018

➢Funded by SEAI in 2018. ‘Plan’ stage of SEC 
membership

➢Very useful living document

➢Clear picture of existing situation on the 
islands

➢Better able to plan strategically for the future

➢Breakdown by sector and by fuel type

➢Opportunities identified by sector



Energy Masterplan 2018



Fossil Fuel 
Reduction

➢Steady 
decrease since 
2012

➢Imports are 
easily monitored



Energy Generation

Short term;

➢PV installations are in high demand, lots of 
local ‘prosumers’. 

➢Estimated 10% of homes across three islands 
have PV installed.



Energy Generation

Long Term;

➢Early stages of public consultation for a wind 
turbine on the Aran Islands, Very positive 
support so far.

➢Considering meeting the growing energy 
demand by combining wind and solar, utilising 
hydrogen for storage or in transport. Ferries 
are the ideal solution for this.



ONGOING PROJECTS – EU FUNDED

DEMAND RESPONSE Solution - SMART METERING IN HOMES

HYDROGEN FUEL FOR ISLANDS IN EUROPE 

GEOTHERMAL RETROFIT 
RESEARCH AND INSTALLATION

COMMUNITY VIRTUAL POWER PLANT – Community 
Power utility



Community Power

http://communitypower.ie/

http://communitypower.ie/


Avril and Helena—our staff
Dara, Terry, Sylvestre, Eamon, Máirtín—our committee
Also not present—Rónán, Fiona, Owen, David and Dave.



Get in touch
@Aranislandsenergy @aranislandsenergy

@aran_islands_energy

Website; www.aranislandsenergycoop.ie 

Email;   nishearcaighavril@gmail.com comharchumannfuinnimh@gmail.com
Phone: Avril 087 415 84 19

Dara 087 279 56 42
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